Unit 2 Lesson 5A Speaking

Problem Solving Expressions




The lesson features a listening passage with expressions related to problem-solving and decision-making.
)y sl 3&\3&%\@&@&\%&9 ¢ s & Ll Ul (radly (all

'. ) Do you have an idea Q%Q\

"« to help our school better
protect the environment?
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LESSON 5A SPEAKING

Complete the form to fell
us about your ideal!
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The three Ideas for the Competition A&Luall jlsd) ED0G

Unit 2, Lesson 5A Exercise 2, page 22

Study some ideas for the competition in
Exercise 1 on page 22.

u Ouridea: Bansingle-use plastic water
bottles at school - students bring reusable
water bottles instead.

Benefits for the environment: Reduce

plasticuse. If every student buys or brings in
asingle-use plastic bottle every day, that's
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Our idea: Clothes swap. Everyone brings
clothes they no longer need and swap them
for different items.

Benefits for the environment: Students
stop buying so many new clothes, which
reduces the impact on the environment of
manufacturing them.

How we will use the grant: Publicise and
promote the event and pay for the hire of
avenue.
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2,000 bottles a day. JEE:

How we will use the grant: Install drinking
fountains, and set up campaign to encourage
students to bring in reusable water bottles.
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Ouridea: Setup a day when everyone living
less than two miles from school agrees to
walk or cycle to school (rather than being
driven in by their parents). Those living
further away who usually come by car agree
to share cars with at least one other student.

Benefits for the environment: Reduce
pollution onthat day and encourage people
to make it a regular thing.

How we will use the grant: Make a short film
aboutthe project to encourage other schools
inthe area to try the same thing.
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Script for 2.12 Student committee is discussing the ideas to decide which one is the best.
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A: OK, well we’ve been discussing these ideas for a while now and |
have to say, | really like the idea of a walk-to-school day. Parents
driving their kids to school just causes so much congestion and
pollution.
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F: Yes, that’s definitely the best idea. It will have an immediate
impact and it’s quite easy to set up. Are you OK with that, Nadia?
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N: Well, it’s a good idea, but to be honest, (Expressing
Disagreement) it doesn’t grab me. Do you really think people will
go for it?
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F: Hmm. Well, | suppose | can see what you mean. | did like it
though.

Nial il a2 paali Lo agdl il aiie] dlua aaes 1

N: Look, we have to choose something that people will really want
to take partin. | think most of us are a bit too lazy to want to walk to
school, even if we should.
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A: Yes, thinking about it a bit more, (Expressing Agreement)
you’re spot on Nadia. It justisn’t that exciting, is it?
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N: (Expressing Indecision) I’m on the fence. | like both the other
ideas. | mean, they’re both worth doing, aren’t they? And | hate the
amount of waste we create.
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F: (Expressing Indecision) | can’t make up my mind. (Expressing
Indecision) On the one hand, it could make a real difference to
ban plastic bottles, but on the other hand, | like the idea of having
a clothes swap because it could be a real social occasion.
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A: (Expressing Disagreement) | think we’re on the wrong track.
We need to think about what will appeal to most people, and not
everyone is that into clothes, are they?
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N: (Expressing Agreement) That’s what | was going to say! A lot
of people just aren’t that interested in fashion.
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F: (Reaching a Decision) Okay, so shall we go with banning
single-use bottles then? (Reaching a Decision) It looks as if we
agree that that’s the bestidea all round. It will appeal to a lot of
people, it’s quite simple to set up, if we get some water fountains
installed, that means it will have a long-term impact on the
environment ...
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A: Yes, it’s a great idea. (Reaching a Decision) That’s settled
then.
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N: Hmm, I’m not sure. (Expressing Indecision) | can’t put my
finger on it, but I’ve got a feeling that maybe that isn’t the best
plan. (Expressing Indecision) I’m having second thoughts.
Maybe the walk-to-school day was the best idea after all.
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A/ F: (Expressing Disagreement) Seriously?!
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N: Just kidding! (Expressing Agreement) | agree with you two.
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2 (@2.12 Goto page 94 andstudy some
They Chose the Reusable Water Bottles Idea _ arm ideas for the competitionin
AR Exercise 1. Then listen to a student
committee discussing the ideas.
Which idea do they finally choose?
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Problem Solving Expressions
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3 @ 2.12 Complete the Speaking box with
the words from the box. Listen to the
conversation again and check your answers.

fence finger grab mind second spot
track what with

SPEAKING | Problem-solving

Expressing indecision

I'm torn between...and ...

I'monthe!  (about)...
I'mhaving? ___ thoughts.
lcan‘tmakeupmy3 .

Onthe one hand, ... but on the other hand, ...
| can't put my* onit, but ...

Expressing agreement

You'res  on!

That'sé___ lwas goingto say! /Absolutely!

Expressing disagreement
[tdoesn't?”  me.

| think we're on the wrong®
That's a good point, but ...

0k, but another option might be ...
Seriously?!

Reaching a decision

So, let's make a decision on this.
Okay,soshallwego®_ ..?
It looks as if we agree that...

SPEAKING | Problem-solving
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Expressing indecision
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I’m torn between ... and ...

J I’m on the fence (about) ...

J I’m having second thoughts.

J | can’t make up my mind.

o On the one hand, ... but on the other hand, ...
J | can’t put my finger on it, but ...

Expressing agreement
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J You’re spoton!

J That’s what | was going to say! / Absolutely!

Expressing disagreement
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It doesn’t grab me.

J | think we’re on the wrong track.

J That’s a good point, but ...

J Ok, but another option might be ...
J Seriously?!

Reaching a decision

BIBCRIES
o So, let’s make a decision on this.
o Okay, so shall we go with ...?

J It looks as if we agree that ...




Using Solving-Problem Expressions

Aisha: Which poster do you prefer?
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Faten: | don’t know. I’m torn between this one

with the water bottle, and that one with the bright

colours.
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the water bottle doesn’t grab me.
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Faten: Maybe it’s just not original?
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Aisha: | don’t think this idea will really inspire
people to take part. It takes a lot of effort to
remember to bring in a reusable bottle. We need
to think about how to motivate people to do it.
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Faten: That’s a good point, but maybe that
depends on how we present the concept.
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Nadia: Yes, you’re spot on, Faten! That’s why we
need a poster that really makes an impact.
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Aisha: OK, let’s make a decision on which poster
then. Will we go with the one with the bright
colours?
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Nadia: Yes, it looks as if we agree that one is the
bestidea.
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4 (@ 2.13 Complete the discussion Bl

with phrases from the Speaking
box. Listen and check.

Aisha
Faten

Nadia

Faten
Aisha

Faten

Nadia

Aisha

Nadia

Which poster do you prefer?
Idon'tknow.I'm?® __ thisone with
the water bottle, and that one with
the bright colours.

lcan'tput?___ , butthe one with the
water bottle doesn't 3

Maybe it's just not original?

I don't think this idea will really inspire
people to take part. It takes a lot

of effort to rememberto bringina
reusable bottle. We need to think
about how to motivate people to
doit.

That'sa* but maybe that
depends on how we present the
concept.

Yes, you're ® , Faten! That's why
we need a poster that really makes
animpact.

0K, let's make a decision on which
posterthen. Willé___the one with
the bright colours?

Yes, itlooks? __ thatoneisthe
best idea.
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