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Unit 1 Lesson 1 A Grammar:
Past and Present Tenses

Present Simple, Present Continuous, Past Simple
Past Continuous, Present Perfect Simple,
Present Perfect Continuous and Past Perfect




Grammar Reference Summary of Past Present Tenses
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Present Simple

Present
Continuous

Present Perfect
Simple

Present Perfect
Continuous

Past Simple

Past

Continuous

Past Perfect

Habits, routines,
permanent situations,
states

Actions in progress now,
temporary situations,
changes

Past actions with present
relevance or unfinished
time

Duration of actions up to
now, repeated actions with
result

Completed past actions at
a specific time

Actions in progress in the
past, or interrupted by
another past action

Action completed before
another action/time in the
past
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Subject + base verb / verb
+s

Subject + am/is/are +
verb-ing

Subject + have/has + past
participle

Subject + have/has been +
verb-ing

Subject + past verb (V2)

Subject + was/were +
verb-ing

Subject + had + past
participle

He often loses touch with his
colleagues.

He is talking on his mobile.

The lights have gone out.

I’ve been waiting here since 9
a.m.

Neil Papworth sent the first text
message in 1992.

While Hani was waiting for us,
his mum was texting.

He had been single for a
decade.



Present Simple bl £ jlaall

We use it for routines, habits, general truths, permanent situations, and states.
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routines and habits (89 clalall We eat dinner at six o’clock. Aald) Aol B plial) Jgliss
facts and general truths dalad) gilal) The sunrises in the east. A Cpa (30 (uadd)
permanent states He now shares a flat with a friend. 5 R L o)
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non-continuous state verbs like love, She looks very fit. Jax Saa Al u‘ S

like, think, know, look
el e o yumall Jlady)

) i Present Simple Time Expressions
L 1. Present Simple Formation:

| -
Subject + base verb (add -s/-es for he/she/it)

¢ He +plays + football
[ Subject + Verb (base/-s) + Object

.

Past — Present — Future



Present Continuous Ml £ jlaall

We use it for actions happening now, temporary situations, or changing/developing actions.
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Actions happening now Are we now forgetting how to Jaal sill 4aS Hlass daiay (i Ja
OY) duaad i La Al JladdU communicate face-to-face? faa ol Lea s
Temporary actions happening They’re living with their parents for

around now the summer. anall 138 agall g xa () sdimy agll

salal) cdgll Jga duaad Al ABigal) JladY)
Situations changing or developing The news is spreading quickly.
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[ 2. Present Continuous Formation: Present Continuous Time Expressions

Subject + am/is/are + verb+ing
¢ They + are watching + TV
. Subject + am/is/are + Verb+ing + Object m_
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Past — [Now] — Future




Past Simple ) (palal

We use it to talk about completed actions at a specific time in the past.
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g eample

completed past actions They invented more ingenious
methods of delivering messages.
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actions finished at a specific Neil Papworth_ sent the first text ale b dal Alay Jgf &0 S o)l
time in the past message in 1992. 1992

[ 3. Past Simple Formation: Past Simple Time Expressions

Subject + past verb (regular: -ed / irregular form)
¢ She +bought +a book

Subject + Past Verb + Object
in1956 | 1956 i

[Past] — Present — Future



Some Common Irregular Verbs

Base Form Past Tense Past Participle
be was/were been
become became become
begin began begun
break broke broken
bring brought brought
build built built
buy bought bought
catch caught caught
choose chose chosen
come came come
do did done
drink drank drunk
drive drove driven
eat ate eaten
fall fell fallen
feel felt felt

find found found
get got gotten/got*
give gave given
go went gone
have had had

Base Form Past Tense Past Participle

hear heard heard

keep kept kept [_ Past Simple Formation:

know knew known Subject + past verb (regular: -ed /

leave left left irregular form)

lose lost lost ¢ She + bought + a book

make made made .. Subject + Past Verb + Object

meet met met

put put put / \

read read /red/ read /red/

run ran run Irregular Verbs Regular Verbs

say said said Lae all Jdy) datad) Jlady)

see saw seen - e e

sell sold sold She bought a book. Ei A(vleI/I i Ag/ycgeu_vl-\
He felt sick. LFi Zéui i A&eU A

S?nd sent sent We went to the park. HBewi i Ar ViyS o A

sit sat sat

sleep slept slept

speak spoke spoken

take took taken

teach taught taught

tell told told

think thought thought

understand understood understood

wear wore worn

write wrote written




Past Continuous Gl aalall

We use it for actions in progress in the past or interrupted by another action.
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Actions in progress at a specific  People on board of the Titanic were O srialion SLALHL Abdd) e Ao il oS
time in the past enjoying the luxurious facilities. ALY 38 ally
« e . H > i . I 3 CEIRY
A long activity |n.terrupted by a She was studying Whe'n suddenly 2 13aa blad aasal e Latie s cuils
shorter past action somebody tossed a brick through the S 3L
q [
window. )

D 4. Past Continuous Formation: Past Continuous Time EXpI‘eSSiOI‘IS

Subject + was/were + verb+ing
¢ We + were driving + home

| Subject + was/were + Verb+ing + Object m

-

[~» Ongoing past action ]

at that moment




Perfect Tenses

Tense (English)

Explanation (English)

Present Perfect
Simple

Something completed in the past but with
relevance to the present
. She has finished her homework.
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Present Perfect
Continuous

An activity started in the past and has
continued up to now, not fully completed
. She has been studying for three hours.
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Lalad JaiSy al g ¢l HA 9

Past Perfect

Something that was completed before
another past action

=] She had left before the meeting started.
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Present Perfect Simple

We use it for past actions with relevance to the present or for states continuing until now.
OV A B paiaall VAl o) palall Joo 8l @l dudalal) JledDd Asadiog

Usage o Bamee

Finished past actions with a present The world has become a different
relevance/result place.(with the internet and mobile

ralall e il @nd dpdalal) LB daddiog phones)

The lights have gone out. (And now

it’s pitch dark here).

Actions and states that began in the He’s been stuck here for five years.

past and continue up to now with

focus on Duration She has lived in London since 2020.

oY o b palucall S
gl g adilall Jadd dde il daall e 3aS jlI*

L 5. Present Perfect Simple Formation:
Subject + has/have + past participle

¢ He + has finished + his lunch

.| Subject + has/have + Past Participle + Object

[Past ———P Now] |
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Time Expressmns
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Formation of Present Perfect

Verb Have +Past Participle

Helping verb Have
He, She, It=> has

> | I, You, We, They—> have

Past Participle

Base Form Past Tense Past Participle
Irregular Verbs— the be was/were __, been
verb changes become became become
begin began begun
break broke broken
bring brought brought
build built built
buy bought bought
catch caught caught
choose chose chosen
Regular Verbs 2add ‘ed’ come came come
do did done
Base Verb | Past Participle drink drank drunk
drive drove driven
walk walked eat ate eaten
play played fall fell fallen
feel felt felt
call called find found found
get got gotten/got*
give gave given
go went gone
have had had

Base Form Past Tense Past Participle
hear heard heard
keep kept kept
know knew known
leave left left

lose lost lost

make made made
meet met met

put put put

read read /red/ read /red/
run ran run

say said said

see saw seen

sell sold sold

send sent sent

sit sat sat

sleep slept slept
speak spoke spoken
take took taken
teach taught taught
tell told told

think thought thought
understand understood understood
wear wore worn
write wrote written




Present Perfect Continuous
We use it for actions that started in the past and are still continuing or repeated.
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Action that began in the pastand has  I’ve been waiting here since 9 (Y sing) Blaa daailil) debud) dia Ua it Ui
continued until now, (sometimes) with a.m.
focus on the duration of the action

B yaiasall ASaalisall Jlad) Baa o a8 > People have been using different L) cdual gill Adtiss ufh QiR U‘E'm o
ways of communicating. (V) (A el Gyglady ) o5

Actions that started in the past and I’ve got better grades because

may still be happening — or just I’ve been studying a lot lately. 1358 G pal S LAY Q) cladle e cdas

finished — but we can see or feel the (ON) Al ) Sl gl il § Lag) B_pdY) 43 oY)

result (relevance) now.

. . Time Expressions
[/ 6. Present Perfect Continuous Formation:

Subject + has/have been + verb+ing _—
o They+ have been working + all day
. Subject + has/have been + Verb+ing + Time Phrase m_

ever since

ey

_

[Past ~~~p Now]



Past Perfect

English: We use it for actions that were completed before another past event or time.
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Action completed  Before Layla moved to Amman, she had lived & cuile 38 cilS olie ) L Jai of J8

before another past in Irbid for many years. Bhie G gl v )
event
Paolina, who had found his bottle, married Cin g eddala ) s g 38 il Al b
Ake Viking. s ST e

Time Expressions
L] 7. Past Perfect Formation:

Subject + had + past participle _
¢ She + had left + before we arrived alfeady ;1\ \
L Subject + had + Past Participle + Time Clause

ey by then / by that

[Past Action 1] > [Past Action 2] LT




Grammar Reference and Practice

Unit 1, Lesson 1A Present and past tenses
We use the Present Simple to talk about:

* habits and routines: He often loses touch
with his colleagues.

permanent situations around the present
time:

He now shares a flat with a friend.

states (verbs not usually used in the
continuous form), e.q. love, like, believe,
think (opinion), know, look (appearance):
He loves getting traditional letters.

She looks very fit.

Some state verbs change their meaning and
can be used in the continuous form, e.g. think
of/about, see (go out with), look at:

What do you think of this message? (opinion)
What are you thinking about?

I don't see why you want to stay in touch with
him. (understand)

I'm seeing Amer these days. (go out with)

1'd like to establish contact with that company,
but my boss doesn't look at it that way. (think
in a particular way)

Why are you looking at me that way?

We use the Present Continuous to talk about:
* 3ctions in progress at the time of speaking:
He is talking on his mobile.
* temporary actions in progress around now:
He's thinking of getting a new phone.
* changes and developments:
The news is spreading quickly.
We also often use the Present Simple and
Present Continuous to talk about the future.
See Unit 2, page 17.

Present Perfect Simple and Continuous

These link the past and the present.

We use the Present Perfect Simple to talk

about:

+ the duration of states that began in the
past and continue up to now: He's been
stuck here for five years.

» completed past actions with a present
relevance/result:

The lights have gone out. (And now it's pitch
dark here).

He's changed dramatically. (He looks very
different now.)

* experiences during a present period of
time:

I've sent five thousand text messages so far.
We use the Present Perfect Continuous to
talk about:

» the duration of actions that began in the
past and continue up to the present: I've
been waiting here since 9 a.m.

* past processes with a present relevance/
result:

I've qgot better grades because I've been

studing a lot lately.

We use thie Past Simple to talk about actions

or events completed at a specifictime in the

past:

Neil Papworth sent the first text message in

1992.

We use the Past Continuous to talk about

actions that were:

* inprogress at a specific time in the past
(this often provides background to other
past events):

While Hani was waiting for us, his mum was

texting.

» interrupted by a shorter past action:

She was studying when suddenly somebady

tossed a brick through the window.

We use the Past Perfect to show the

relationship between a situation in the past

and an earlier state ar action. The rules are
similar to the rules for the Present Perfect:

Before Hassan met his wife, he had been single

for a decade.




Present and past tenses 6 Match the sentence halves. In pairs, discuss

Present and Past
o the reasons for your answers.
Tenses Exercises & inderiined phrases a1 inthe aiclewith 1 The phoneisinging ___The phone

the meanings a-k. rings__.
> E— a all the time now thatwe run a business
{ESCIT SNTPas enses b and | can't find where I've put it
We use the Present Simple for: 2 I've been calling Malek .I've called
a [ routines and habits Malek ;
b [ facts and things that are generally true a alldaytoday b acouple of times
We use the Present Continuous for: today
¢ [ things happening now or around now 3 It's getting . It gets .
d [ situations which are changing during the a easier and easier to stay in touch with
presenttime people
We use the Past Simple for: b less difficult every time | write an essay
e [ actions that started and finished at &4 | was watching a film lwatched a

a specifictime in the past

We use the Past Continuous for:

f [ actions in progress at a specifictime in
the past

g [ along activity interrupted by a short one

We use the Present Perfect Simple for:

h [ actions and states which began in the
past and continue until now

i [ finished actions in the past when we
don't say exactly when they happened

We use the Present Perfect Continuous for:

j [ anactionin progress or repeated over
a period of time up until now

We use the Past Perfect for:

k [0 an action in the past that was completed
before another action or time in the past

film____.
a when the lights suddenly went out
b when | got home from school

5 Whatdoyou think ?What areyou
thinking___?
a of my phone b about

Grammar Reference and Practice > page 77

5 Match time expressions below with
the tenses in Exercise 4. Find more time
expressions in the article.

atthemoment atthetime currently earlier
today eversince everysooften for
' fromtimetotime inrecentyears nowadays

7 VALUES Why is it important to communicate
reqularly with people we care about?

onceinawhile recently right now
since theday beforeyesterday these days

8 SPEAKING Complete the sentences with
your own ideas.

1 | was talking to a friend the other day
when ...

2 By lunchtime yesterday, | had already ...

Now go to Workbook page 4 for the next lesson.

[ 1 can use the present and past tenses to talk about different actions. | 5
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