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UNIT 1 LESSON 4A GRAMMAR

Question Tags and Echo Questions
Part 1:Focus on Question Tags

Exercises 1,3,5,




What are Question Tags?

A question tag is a short question added to the end of a
sentence. It is formed using an auxiliary or a modal verb
followed by a pronoun. Question tags are often used to
confirm information, invite agreement, or keep the
conversation going in a natural and friendly way.
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| love exploring new places, don’t you?

You can’t come with us, can you?

LESSON4A GRAMMAR

1 @ 1.4 Listen to three conversations
e @] Where people meet for the first
time. Which do you think is the

2 Think of three more questionsyou could
ask to get to know someone better.

Question tags and echo questions

3 Look atthe underlined examples of
question tags from the dialogues. Then
complete the sentences 1-4 below with the
words in the box.

5 @ 1.6 Look atthese more unusual
question tags. Choose the correct
words to complete the sentences.
Listen and check.

1 This issilly, isn't it / this?

2 Nothing ever changes, do / does it?

3 Come and look at this, will / don'tyou?

4 Everyone was there, weren't / wasn't they?
5 Don't be late, are / will you?

6 No one likes him, do / does they?

6 In pairs, look at the echo questionin italics.

Then answer questions 1-3 below.

Habib Actually, it's my birthday tomorrow.

Faisal s it? Doyou have anything special

planned?

1 Whatis the function of an echo question?

2 Do we use a positive or a negative
question to reply to a positive statement?

3 Which intonation pattern from Exercise 4
do we use with an echo question: A or B?

e and Practice > page 78

end modal negative positive

It's such a great city, isn't it?

Wow, so you'd never been there before, had
you?

I shauldn't be so fussy, should I?

1 Aquestion tag is a short question added to

the of a sentence.
2 We form a question tag using an auxiliary
ora verb and a pronoun.

3 Apositive statement usually has a
question tag.

4 Anegative statement usually has a
question tag.

4 @ 1.5 PRONUNCIATION Listen and
& match whatyou hear with
7 intonation pattern A or B below.

@ Which pattern is used for a

&1 wh- question and which for
confirming something the speaker already
knows?

T e

7 @1.7 complete the conversation [,
with no more than three words in
each gap. Listen and check your L5
answers.

Imad Where would you go on holiday if
you could go anywhere in the world?

Jamal agood question, isn'tit? I don't
think I've ever really thought about it
before. Hmm ... Somewhere with nice
beaches, | guess.

Imad But2____ arelovely beachesin this
country, aren't there?

Jamal Ohyes, there are, butl'd liketo go to
abeach where it's nottoo hotin the
summer. ltcanbetoohothere, 3 ?

Imad Actually, | used to live in France.

Jamal *___you?lbet® too hot there
inthe summer, was it?

Imad No, itwas quite cool, actually.

Jamal That sounds great.

8 SPEAKING In pairs, write and role play a
conversation. Go to page 94.

Now go to Workbook page 9 for the next lesson.




How do we form question Tags?

When the main sentence is positive,
the question tag is usually negative,
and when the sentence is negative,
the tag is usually positive.
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Conversation 1
A=Abeer M =Mariam
A: So, Mariam, what was the best thing you did this year?

the autumn.

A: Oh, it’s such a great city, isn’tit? | love it.

M: Have you been a few times then?

A: Yes, quite a few.

M: Would you believe it was my first visit?

A: Wow! So you’d never been there before, had you?
| love exploring new places, don’t you?

M: Yes, it’s great.

M: Oh, good question! | think it would have to be my trip to Cairo in

Conversation 2

L=Lubna N =Nabila

L: Hey, | know you! You’re the girl who won that singing contest
last week, aren’t you?

N: Yes, actually, | am. Ha! I’'ve never been recognised before!
L: Haven’tyou? You mean by someone who has seen you
sing? | was actually the sound technician there. Small world,
isn’tit?

N: Yes, itis! So, you’re the one responsible for my amazing
performance. I’d like to thank you for a job well done then. Are
you hungry? Let’s go over to the food table, shall we, and I'll
make you a sandwich to die for!

L: Thank you! The food looks amazing, doesn’t it?

LESSON 4A GRAMMAR

1 @) 1.4 Listen to three conversations
- Where people meet for the first
ket time. Which doyou think is the
r¢1}a,&f‘ best question they use to keep a
E%3&~FF conversation going?

Conversation 3

F =Faisal H=Habib

F: What’s the best present you’ve ever received, Habib?

H: Oh, | don’t know, maybe concert tickets for my favorite band.
But I’m always happy to get any present! | guess everyone feels
like that, don’t they?

F: Oh, | don’t know. | quite often get presents | don’t like. Actually,
| shouldn’t be so fussy, should I? Or maybe my friends and
family just don’t know me as well as yours do ...

H: Actually, it’s my birthday tomorrow.

F: Isit? Do you have anything special planned?

H: Well, | think ...




Question Tag Examples from Audio Script 1.4

Conversation 1

A=Abeer M = Mariam

A: So, Mariam, what was the best thing you
did this year?

M: Oh, good question! | think it would have to
be my trip to Cairo in the autumn.

A: Oh, it’s such a great city, isn’tit? | love it.
M: Have you been a few times then?

A: Yes, quite a few.

M: Would you believe it was my first visit?
A: Wow! So you’d never been there before,
had you?

| love exploring new places, don’t you?

M: Yes, it’s great.
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1 @ 1.4 Listen to three conversations
-rwaprm Where people meet for the first
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S _,If. best question they use to keep a




Question Tag Examples from Audio Script 1.4

Conversation 2

L=Lubna N =Nabila

L: Hey, | know you! You’re the girl who won that
singing contest last week, aren’t you?

N: Yes, actually, | am. Ha! I’ve never been
recognised before!

L: Haven’t you? You mean by someone who has
seen yo[lsing? | was actually the sound technician
there. It’$ a small world, isn’t it?

N: Yes, it|is! So, you’re the one responsible for my
amazingperformance. I’d like to thank you for a job
well done then. Are you hungry? Let’s go over to the
food tab:le, shall we, and I’ll make you a sandwich
to die fo

L: Thanklyou! The food looks amazing, doesn’t it?
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Echo Question not a Question Tag
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LESSON 4A GRAMMAR

1 @) 1.4 Listen to three conversations
-y Where people meet for the first

7% time. Which do you think is the

'}f best question they use to keep a

Question Tag Examples from Audio Script 1.4

o . .
. conversation going?

Y

Conversation 3 3 Aidaa L
F =Faisal H=Habib
F: What’s the best present you’ve ever received,
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Echo Question not a Question Tag



Ex. 3 Tag Question General Rules

Look at the underlined examples of
question tags from the dialogues. Then
complete the sentences 1-4 below with the
words in the box.

end modal negative positive

It's such a great city, sn't it?

Wow, so you’d never been there before, had
vou?

| shouldn't be so fussy, should I?

1 A question tag is a short question added to
the end of a sentence.

2 We form a question tag using an auxiliary
or a modajverb and a pronoun.

3 A positive statement usually has a %gd-im
question taq.

4 Anegative statement usually has a Mivc
question tagq.

LESSON 4A GRAMMAR

1 @1.4 Listen to three conversations
epe ] W here people meet for the first

2 Think of three more questions you could
ask to get to know someone better.

3 Look at the underlined examples of
question tags from the dialogues. Then
complete the sentences 1-4 below with the
words in the box.

end modal negative positive

It's such a greaf city, isn 't it?

Wow, so you'd never been there before, had
you?

| shouldn't be so fussy, should 17

1 A question tag is a short question added to

the of a sentence.
2 We form a question tag using an auxiliany
ara verb and a pronoun.

3 A positive statement usually has a
guestion tag.

& Anegative statement usually has a
question tag.

9 Qi.0 FRUNUNLIATIUN LIsLen dnu
+[@ match what you hear with
Y intonation pattern A or B below.
W hich pattern is used for a
bF) Wih- question and which for
confirming something the speaker already
knows?

A A -

5 @ 1.6 Lookatthese more unusual EF
question tags. Choose the correct
words to complete the sentences.
Listen and check.

1 This is silly, isn't it / this?

2 MNothing ever changes, do / does it?

3 Come and look at this, will / don'f you?

& Everyone was there, weren't / wasn't they?
5 Don't be late, are / will you?

& Mo one likes him, do / does they?

& In pairs, look at the echo question in italics.

Then answer questions 1-3 below.

Habib Actually, it's my birthday tomorrow.

Faisal Isit? Dovyou have anything special

planned?

1 What is the function of an echo question?

2 Dowe use a positive or a negative
question to reply to a positive statement?

3 Which intonation pattern from Exercise 4
do we use with an echo question: A or B

Grammar Reference and Practice = page 78

7 ®) 1.7 Complete the conversation
with no more than three words in &
aach gap. Listen and checkyour
INSwWers.
imad Wherewould you go on holiday if
you could ga anywhere in theworld?

lamal *___agood question, isn't it? | don't
think I've ever really thought about it
before. Hmm ... Somewhere with nice
beaches, | guess.

imad But? are lovely beaches in this
country, aren't there?

lamal Ohyes, there are, but I'd likefo go to
a beachwhere it's nottoo hot in the
summer. It can be too hot here, ® ?

Imad Actually, | used to live in France.

Jamal *___ you?lbet® too hot there
inthe summer, was it?

Imad No, it was guite cool, actually.

Jamal Thatsounds great.

8 SPEAKING In pairs, write and role play a
conversation. Go to page 94.

Now go to Workbook page 9 for the next lesson.

[ I can use question tags and echo questions to keep a conversation going.



Question Tag Structure Rules summaryof Grammar Reference
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Question Tag Example

Statement Type

Positive statement

Negative tag

You are coming to the party, aren’t you?

Negative statement

Positive tag

You don’t understand, do you?

Tense / Structure

Formation Rule

Example

Polarity Rule

Present Simple (be)

is/are + pronoun

This is an amazing house, isn’t it?

Positive > Negative

Present Simple (do/does)

do/does + pronoun

She usually comes in late, doesn’t she?

Positive > Negative

Present Simple (negative)

do/does + pronoun

You don’t understand, do you?

Negative > Positive

Present Continuous

Is/are + pronoun

You are coming to the party, aren’t you?

Positive > Negative

Past Simple

did + pronoun

They went to school, didn’t they?

Positive > Negative

Present Perfect

have/has + pronoun

They haven’t been yet, have they?

Negative > Positive

Past Perfect

had + pronoun

We had met them before, hadn’t we?

Positive > Negative

Modal Verbs

Repeat modal + pronoun

| can email my CV, can’t 1?

Positive > Negative

Imperatives (commands)

will/would/can + pronoun

Write it down, will you?

Positive = Positve

Imperatives (negative) will you Don’t make a mess, will you? Negative > Positive
Let’s ... shall we Let’s go to the cinema, shall we? Positive > Positive
| am (exception) aren’t| I’m still employed, aren’t |? Positive > Negative

Someone/Everyone

no one/no body

(indefinite pronoun referring
to people)

Auxiliary+they

Nobody came, did they?

Everyone came, didn’t they?

Negative - Positive

Positive> Negative

Nothing and Everything
indefinite pronoun referring to
a thing.

Auxialry + it

Nothing has happened so far, has it?
Everything is fine, isn’t it?

Negative > Positive
Positive> Negative

(PN Rsee



Ex. 5 Unusual Question Tags

Unusual Question tags include:

sImperative sentences (e.g., 5 @) 1.6 Look atthese more unusual [E
commands) question tags. Choose the correct &
words to complete the sentences.
Listen and check.

1 Thisissilly, isn't it/ this?
*Demonstrative pronoun: This 2 Nothing ever changes, do / does it?

*Indefinite pronouns such as No one,
Nothing, Everyone

3 Come and look at this, will / don'tyou?

L Everyone was there, weren't / wasn't they?
(UeY! J=d) imperative Je> ¢ 5 Don't be late, are / will you?

6 No one likes him, do / does they?

L peaiianle pall question tags J)

¢yl ) Indefinite pronouns -

No one, Nothing, everyone Jis (3325s

(8,L5Y) sea) Demostrative Pronoun -
this




Ex. 5 Unusual Question Tags

5 @ 1.6 Look atthese more unusual [
question tags. Choose the correct &
words to complete the sentences.

: el Aple yll question tags J

(<Y J=8) imperative Je~ ¢
No one, Nothing, everyone i (333ss ne ylaa ) Indefinite pronouns ¢
this ()WY ) Demostrative Pronoun

Listen and check.

1 Thisissilly, isn't it/ this?
2 Nothing ever changes, do/ does it?

3 Come and look at this, will / don't you?

& Everyone was there, weren't / wasn't they?
5 Don't be late, are / will you?

6 No one likes him, do / does they?

This is silly, isn’t it?

We use the pronoun ‘it’ in the question Tag
when the subject of the sentence is the
demonstrative pronoun ‘This’
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Nothing ever changes, does it?

We use the pronoun it in the question tag
when the subject of the sentence is an
indefinite pronoun that refers to a thing.
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Come and look at this, will you?

We use ‘will you’ as a question tag with
imperatives (even if the imperative was
positive) .

**There is an exception. If the imperative was an invitation,
we can use : won’t you —Come to my party, won’t you?
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Everyone was there, weren’t they?

We use the pronoun they in the question tag
when the subject of the sentence is an
indefinite pronoun that refers to people.
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Don’t be late, will you?

We use ‘will you’ as a question tag with
imperatives
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No one likes him, do they?

We use the pronoun they in the question tag
when the subject of the sentence is an
indefinite pronoun that refers to people.
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5 (@) 1.6 Look at these more unusual
question tags. Choose the correct
words to complete the sentences.
Listen and check.

1 ThisTs silly, isn'{it)/ this?

2 Nothingever changes, do /@oedit?

3 Come and look at this,Will) don’t you?

4 Everyonewas there@/ wasnTthey?

5 Don t}@_&a&,@ui
6 No one likes him,@ does they?
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